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THE PRIUARIES AND THEIR IMPACT 
CREVISED VERSION) 


ANNCR: THIS YEAR'S RECORD I'UMBER OF THIRTY PRESIDENTIAL 
PRIMARIES REACHED A CLIIAX WITH TUESDAY'S PARTY ELECTIONS IN 
NEY! JERSEY, OHIO AND CALIFORNIA, CHARLES MEDD LOOKS AT THE 
PRIMARY SYSTEM AUD ITS TiPACT CH 1976 POLITICS. 

VOICE: (GPT) THE LONG, WINDING TRAIL THAT BEGAN EARLY THIS 
YEAR Itt SNOW-COVERED HE HAMPSHIRE HAS FINALLY ENDED ON THE 
SUNY SHORES OF CALIFORNIA, ALONG THE WAY, VOTERS IN WELL OVER 
HALF THE STATES, INCLUDING ALL THE HEAYILY-POPULATED ONES, 

WERE GIVEN THE CHAHCE TO INFLUENCE THE REPUGLICAN AND DENOCRATIC 
PRESIDENTIAL CHOICES FOR 1976, A DECISION ONCE RESERVED FOR 
PARTY PROFESSIONALS. (END OPT) 

THE PURPOSE OF PRIMARY ELECTIONS IS TO TEST THE POPULARITY 

AND THE ENDURANCE OF THE VARIOUS CANDIDATES AilD, IN THE PROCESS, 
TO ELECT DELEGATES TO THE NATIONAL PARTY CONVENTIONS WHERE THE 
NOHIHATIONS TAKE PLACE. THE SYSTEH IS WIDELY CRITICIZED FOR 
TAKING TOO NUCH TIME AND MONEY AND FOR ITS OFTEN INCONCLUSIVE 
RESULTS, B8UT EVEN THE CRITICS ADMIT THE PRIMARIES OPEN UP 

THE NOMINATING PROCESS TO A BROAD RANGE OF CANDIDATES WHO HIGHT 
NOT OTHERWISE QUALIFY, AS THE EVENTS OF THIS YEAR HAVE SO 
CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED. 

DENOCRAT JIMMY CARTER, WHO FIVE HONTHS AGO WAS HARDLY 
ANYONE'S FAVORITE OUTSIDE HIS HONE STATE OF GEORGIA, 

WAS THE PRINCIPAL BENEFICIARY. RUNNING IN ALL THE PRIMARIES, 
HISTER CARTER QUICKLY PROVED HE WAS A SOUTHERNER WITH NORTHERN 
APPEAL WHO WOULD QUICKLY OUTDISTANCE ALL OF HIS BETTER-KNOW! RI- 
VALS. WITHOUT THE PRIMARY SYSTEM, THE DEMOCRATIC LEADERSHIP WOULD 


HAVE ALHOST CERTAINLY TURNED TO SOMEONE ELSE. BUT BECAUSE OF 
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CARTER'S SUCCESS IH THE PRIMARIES, CLINAXED BY HIS STRONG FINISH 
It! TUESDAY'S PRITIARY ELECTIONS, PANTY LEADERS, INCLUDING SOHE 
OHE-TINE RIVALS, ARE NOW RUSHING TO JOIN WHAT HAS BECOME THE 
CARTER BANDHAGON. 

AS FOR THE REPUBLICAN SIDE, PRESIDENT FORD Ei!TERED THE 
CAMPAIGN WITH THE ENORIOUS LTi/FLUE:CE OF HIS GFFICE AND THE OVER- 
MHELTENG BACKING OF THE PARTY LEADERSHIP. BUT IH A SURPRISINGLY 
CLOSE TVO-HiAN CONTEST, CONSERVATIVE RONALD REACAN IS CHALLENGING 
THE CENTURY-OLD TRADITION AGAINST THE UHSCATING OF AN INCUHGENT 
PRESIDENT GY HIS Citi PARTY. 

FROM THIS POINT OU, IT'S A ATTEN OF ARITHMETIC, AD THE 
NUHDERS SUGGEST THAT Jliu-Y CARTER TiAY HAVE WITHIN A VEEKTS TIHE 
THE MAJORITY OF THE DELEGATES NEEDED FOR THE DEMOCRATIC 
NOMINATION, FOR THE REPUCLICANS, THE NUMBERS ARE NOT NEARLY 
AS DECISIVE. AS A RESULT, BOTH PRESIDENT FORD AiID RONALD REAGAN 
WILL SPEND THE NEXT FEY! WEEKS TRYING TC WIN THE SUPPORT OF THOSE 
DELEGATES STILL UNCOMIFTTED OR THOSE STILL TO BE CHOSEN AT STATE 
PARTY COlVEHTIONS. 

IN SHORT, THE PRIUIARY SYSTEI; HAS OPENED UP THE PARTY HOMINATING 
PROCESS, GIVIIIG THE DEMOCRATS WHAT LOOKS LIKE A SURPRISE WINNER 
AND THE REPUBLICANS A COMTEST THAT AT THIS STAGE IS TOO CLOSE 
TG CALL. 
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